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crested cockatoo sub-species abbotti (Cacatua sulphurea abbotti).
This research aims to discover the history of the people
inhabiting Masakambing island and traces of Bugis culture
through the existence of the yellow-crested cockatoo. The
study was conducted using a qualitative method with an
ethnographic design. The study results show that the origin
people who inhabited this island were from the Bugis ethnic
group. The local name Beka' reflects how the yellow-crested
cockatoo is very close to Bugisculture on Masakambing
island. Besides, the Bugis ethnic who inhabit Sulawesi island is
familiar ~ with  the  yellow-crested cockatoo, sub-
species sulphurea, and djampea. The existence of yellow-crested
cockatoos on Masakambing island still triggers questions
because the location of Masakambing island is outside the
Wallace line, which is not common to find families of parrots
such as yellow-crested cockatoos.

1. Introduction

Bugis is one of the ethnicities that are living and spreading out in Indonesia. It is well
known that the ethnic likes to wander. Zid & Sjaf (2009) stated that the Bugis ethnic or
Buginese has spread throughout Indonesia and even foreign countries such as
Singapore, Malaysia, and Australia as well since the seventeenth century. They are
recognized for their ability in adapting to new environments. This is due to their three
important abilities: (1) self-understanding and being talented to adjust oneself to
different cultures and gradually assimilate; (2) being self-aware to avoid conflict; (3)
the ability to respect and appreciate other parties (Desmita, 2014).
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The existence of Buginese in one region can be identified from various aspects as
distinctive characters. The values existing in society are one of the symbols of culture.
Rahim (2011) claimed that the main values of Buginese culture are performed from
their honesty (lempu'), intelligence (amaccang), appropriateness (assitinajang),
persistence (agettengeng), effort (reso) and shame (siri'). In their socio-economic activities,
they are also closely related to agriculture and trade (Rahim, 2011). The existence of
Buginese outside the region as copra farmers were traced by Purba & Lisanti (2021) in
Banyuasin Regency, South Sumatra Province, Indonesia. The Buginese is famous as an
inter-island agricultural trader using the phinisi, Lambo and benggo ships.

Besides, Buginese culture is also reflected in the cultural identity attributed to the
community such as house architecture, carvings, or other forms. The architecture of the
Bugis house has the philosophy and function of the human body in a lying position as
a means to provide protection, comfort for residents and the use of the house frame as
a central pillar proportionally has the strength to withstand earthquakes, floods and
strong winds. (Naing & Hadi, 2020).Musdaria (2018) studied the characteristics of
house architecture in Buginese culture which is considered to have harmony between
the house, the inhabitants, and the environment. Besides, the phinisi ship as a means of
sea transportation is also associated with the Buginese culture in exploring Indonesian
archipelago (Bandung, 2020). Their cultural identity, in addition, can also be identified
through the presence of fauna in a region through the Traditional Ecological
Knowledge (TEK) approach. The knowledge possessed by local people concerning to
faunas is recognized with term of TEK (Traditional Ecological Knowledge). Berkes et al
(2000) and Armstrong et al (2007) defined TEK as a collection of knowledge, practices
and beliefs that develop through adaptive processes and are inherited from generation
to generation through cultural transmission, the relationship between living things
(including humans) with one and another to nature through experiences over
thousands of years when they are interacting with nature. Studies on the existence of
cultural community through TEK can be used to provide information on biodiversity,
including species in which its populations are declining (Bir6 et al., 2014).

Fauna studies and its relation with culture in society have been started in 1960’s.
Culture dealing with the presence of faunas in a society can be used as a basis for
adequate information (Viciana, 2021). Furthermore, Whiten (2011) claimed that faunas
are suited as an epistemic of culture in a community. Epistemic is one of the branches
of field of science to prove the truth produced by a science (Subaidah et al., 2019). The
linkage of animals in identifying a particular ethnicity has been carried out by de
Arruda et al (2018) in identifying ethnic groups in the Brazilian Amazon in relation to
fish knowledge. Likewise, the identification of ethnic in Alaska has been tracked
trough the relationship of community with orthern fur seals (Callorhinus ursinus)
(Eldridge, 2016).

Masakambing Island is an island that is located in the Java Sea near to Sumenep
Regency, East Java. It coversan area of 7.79 square kilometers and is administratively
part of Masakambing Village, Masalembu District, Sumenep Regency, East Java
Province. The people who inhabit this island are mostly dominated by Buginese,
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besides Mandarese and Madurese as well (Ihsannudin et al., 2020). A small island with
a multiethnic community is also found in Sabah, East Malaysia (Majid Cooke & Johari,
2019). Indeed, there are various causes of the emergence of multiethnic on an island.
The emergence of a multiethnic society due to slavery is also found in the Republic of
Bénin (Law, 2013).

On the other hand, the island has extraordinary resources of biodiversity. One of them
is the yellow-crested cockatoo (Cacactua sulphurea abotti). This fauna is an endangered
species in which the population is only 17 in their habitat (Nandika et al., 2013).
Iucnredlist (2017) has categorizedthe yellow-crested cockatoo into critical or
endangered categories. Similarly, according to Government Regulation Number
7/1999 concerning the Protection of Animals and Plants, the yellow-crested cockatoo
has been conserved as a protected fauna and more than 221 animals as wellas 73 other
plant species. This study investigates to find out the history of the existence of the
community in Masakambing Island and traces of Buginese culture through the
existence of the yellow-crested cockatoo on Masakambing Island.

2. Method

This research was conducted with a qualitative approach by applying an ethnographic
design. This method is appropriate since ethnography admits culture as a point of view
of research in group of community (Sharma & Sarkar, 2019). Furthermore, the study
was carried out on Masakambing Island, Masalembu District, Sumenep Regency. This
location was designated purposively by considering that Masakambing Island is the
habitat of the yellow-crested cockatoo species by way of traces of Buginese ethnic.

The data used are primary and secondary data. Primary data were obtained through
on-site observations and open interviews with selected key informants who were
considered capable in explaining research objectives, namely Mr. Saburi and Atong
Saleng as local figure and the oldest figure in the Masakambing island. On the other
hand, key informant involve Nandika as well as activists for the conservation of the
yellow-crested cockatoo. While secondary data is acquired from village records,
documentation, accurate scientific sources such as journals, regulations and others.
Rinaldo & Guhin (2022) stated that ethnographic interview is helpful tool to access a
different culture and being able to understand culture interaction.

3. Result and discussion

e The history of Masakambing island

Masakambing Island is located in the territorial waters of the Java Sea which is
geographically located 5042’ - 5047 south latitude and 114939" - 114945’ east longitude.

The island can be reached through Tanjung Perak Port Surabaya or Kalianget Port,
Sumenep Regency.

The voyage to the island uses pioneer ships that are requisites to transit at Masalembu
island port. It takes 18 hours from Tanjung Perak port, Surabaya, and 16 hours from
Kalianget port, Sumenep. There are two units pioneer ship serves regularly or every
tive days of each port. However, if there is only one ship serving passengers, it can be
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ensured that the voyage will be once for ten days. The trip to Masalembu island port
can be scheduled every day from Sumenep port by embarking motor sailing boat
(KLM) which usually carries goods for the community.

In addition, the voyage from the port of Masalembu island to Masakambing island is
continued with a small boat which is called a "taxi” by local people. Regular
transportation serves regularly from Masalembu island to Masakambing from 01.00 to
02.00 PM. Meanwhile, returning from Masakambing Island to Masalembu is served
from 07.00 to 08.00 AM. It takes around two hours from Masalembu port by "taxi". The
ship berth at the port of Tanjung village or another place of Ketapang village,
Masakambing island, depending on the sea water conditions that enable the ship to
dock. Providing that the water recedes, the ship cannot dock and passengers and
goods are transported using rafts to be pushed ashore.

Masakambing
Island

k.oo::k‘- 104

Figure 1. Map of Masakambing Island
Source: GoogleEarth. 2022

Masakambing island is inhabited by 1,365 people who live in Ketapang villlage (48%)
and Tanjung Village (52%). Most of their livelihood are farmers 40.6%, fishermen, and
traders respectively 16%.

In the manuscript of the Masakambing island Village, the discovery of the island was
initiated with a voyage of a figure named Karaeng Binuang, the brother of Karaeng
Binansa who came from Goa, South Sulawesi accompanied by Karaeng Binuang's
nephew, Baba Sa’ad or Baba Tinggi and his wife, Hj. Marwah, his nephew, H. Rasul
and his wife, Hj. Nonang, and several other friends who also took a part in this group.

The voyage was started from Kalimantan to their hometown in Sulawesi. Yet, in the
middle of the trip, their boat was hit by a storm causing fatal damage. The boat was
upside and downside in the ocean and stranded on a small uninhabited island. The
side of the island where they were beached was named Tanjung Selamat (located on the
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east of Masakambing island). This location, further, is Tanjung Selamat Village. This
group, additionally, stayed on the island while repairing the boat.

During that time, Karaeng Binuang tried to hike up to the mainland of the island. He
was very surprised because he saw an awfulflock of goats having clean white fur.
They, strangely, only appear at certain times. That is why Karaeng Binuang gave the
name of the island Masakambing island (Masa = Island and Kambing = a loof goats
that he saw).

Furthermore, Karaeng Binuang and his group stayed on this island and initiates to
plant crops. Then, forests on the island was started to be cleared for farming and
plantations. The origin of the commodities planted in the island were coconut and
other plants such as corn.

After living on the coast for a certain time, Karaeng Binuang initiated to goback to
Sulawesi, while his nephew Baba Sa'ad and his wife (Hj. Marwah) as well as H. Rasul
and his wife Hj. Nonang still stayed on Masakambing island.

Until a moment, seamen from the Mandartribe came and took part in opening the
Masakambing island. One of the Mandarese who first cleared the land in
Masakambing was Wa Hera, Wa Sappe, and Wa Marinna. After Masakambing island
inhabited, many seamen from Buton, Sulawesi, Kalimantan and Madura stopovers to
just take drinking water and supplies, and even some of them live there permanently.

A few months after Karaeng Binuang arrived in Sulawesi, Haji Mahmud or Wak Haji
Ombe came to Masakambing island. He was a Makassarese who opened land firstly on
the northern side of Masakambing island, which is now known as Ketapang Village.
The name Ketapang is derived from an area in which many ketapang trees were
growing at that time. However, some of them live fora short time on the Masakambing
island because of the number of mosquitoes that were uncontrollable.

After Baba Saad returned to Sulawesi, he passed away while his wife Hj. Marwahwent
back to Masakambing island until she died on the island. Hj. Marwah's tomb is located
in south of the Tanjung Selamat football yard. Finally, H. Rasul and his wife lived in
Masakambing island to continue to what they had attained with his uncle and brothers
during the time.

The history of Masakambing island can also be traced through the ancestors of the
generations. According to the informant Mr. Saburi, Masakambing island was first
discovered by Wak Haji Ombe around 1835. One of the descendants of Wak Haji
Ombewas Haji Mamang who lived between 1915-1995. He has 5 descendants, namely
Siti, H. Janang, Kahar, Idah (still alive) and Fendi. Other next descendant still today are
Dedi (Masakambing), Erna (Malaysia), Ita (Malaysia) and Milah (Masakambing).

"Wak Haji Ombe we know as the first person who came to Masakambing, apart from the
existing fairy tales " (Interview: Saburi, 2022).
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Figure 2. Family structure of occupants on Masakambing island based on Saburi’s
informantion
Source: Primary Data, 2022

Furthermore, seamen from the Mandar tribe arrived and also took part in clearing land
and planting crops on Masakambing island. In Japanese colonial era, Madurese arrived
lately both from Raas, Sumenep, and from northern coast of Madura (Ketapang and
Nepa, Sampang Regency). The Madurese, at first, worked for landlords consisting of
Buginese and Mandarese people. Then gradually, they were able to buy land on
Masakambing island.

Other informants, one of the oldest local residents in Ketapang village, Atok Saleng,
said similar information. According to him, Baba Sa'adwas the first person who landed
on Maskambing island, when hevoyaged from Sulawesi to Malacca (Singapore) to
trade. During the journey, the boat was damaged so that it swayed and was stranded
on an island. Then, Baba Sa'd saw a lot of goats on this island, so the island was named
Masakambingisland.

After living for long time in Masakambing island, Baba Sa'ad returned to Sulawesi. He
told about the discovery of an uninhabited island. Afterward, Baba Sa'ad returned to
Masakambing Island, carrying coconut and corn seeds to be planted. Baba Sa'ad also
invited his relatives and friends, one of whom was Datok, the father of the informan
(Atok Saleng). The more friends and relatives that Baba Sa'adinvited enable to open
more agricultural land on theisland. One year later, Atok Saleng's father returned to
Sulawesi to take his family to Masakambing island to help clear the land. When he
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came to the Island with his father in 1901, Atok Saleng' was puberty (around the age of
15).
“I still remember when I was puberty period and my father brought coconut seeds from
Sulawesi to be planted on this island” (Interview: Atok Saleng, 2022).
Atok Saleng is about 125 years old now. At what time AtokSaleng arrived on
Masakambing Island in 1901, he was 15 years old, it is estimated that Atok Saleng had

inhabited Masakambing island for about 117 years. Hence, it can be assumed that the
discovery of Masakambing island by Baba Sa'adwas in the 1890s.

Picture 3. Atok Saleng, informant
Source : Primary Data, 2022

According to Atok Saleng, the Mandarese who came lately were initiated by Wak
Bakaraeng. Ethnicity binding as Sulawesi people encouraged these two ethnic groups
to work together in opening land of Masakambing Island. Meanwhile, Madurese
arrived on this island by becoming agricultural worker during the Japanese colonial
era. Even, laborers employed by Atok Saleng's father also came from Madura.

The information about the history of people who arrived to Masakambing island is
originated from the Buginese in the 1800s is alike. There is a name that is always
mentioned from several sources, namely Baba Sa'ad who is believed to be the first
generation of the island discoverer. Then, it is followed by Mandarese of West
Sulawesi. The Madurese arrived late in the 1940s, as Ihsannudin et al. (2020) found that
the Madurese who came to the Masalembu islands, including the inhabitants of
Masakambing island, departed from the ports of Nepa and Ketapang on the north
coast of Madura and from the Sumenep.

Other studies of scientific documents that can also be reference are the manuscript by
Oberholser (1912) in a US National Museum in proceeding article on ornithological
travel records of the yellow-crested cockatoo by Dr. W, L Abbot in 1907. As a cluster of
the Masalembu Islands, Oberholser's article can provide an overview on Masakambing
island. Dr. W.L Abbot visited an island called Big Solombo Island or Big Solombo or
Big Masalombo on December 3 to 6, 1907. The document showed that the island is
located about 90 miles south of the island of Borneo (Kalimantan) or 145 miles north of
the nearest point easternmost island of Java and about 120 miles east of Bawean Island.
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At that time Dr. W.L Abbot has found residents who sorted out farming activities. The
forests on the island had also partially encroached. This means that before 1907 (when
Abbott arrived) the Masalembu islands cluster was already inhabited and there had
been farming activities.

The finding that the discoverer of Masakambing island was Bugenese makes sense.
This is believed that they are known as prodigious sailors and like to wander. They are
one of the Austronesian families having distinctive characteristics of an ethnic group
adoring to wander (Ridha, 2018). Their migration reason is not only due to economic
motives but also for reasons of getting away from unsatisfactory social conditions,
avoiding conflict or war, and the loss of independence or lawlessness (Bandung, 2020).
This statement was strengthened by Zid & Sjaf (2009) who stated that in the 19th
century (1800s) or the colonial era, the Dutch East Indies attempted to strengthen its
political economy by means of a military expedition to conquer the kingdom in South
Sulawesi.

e Traces of the Bugis Ethnicity through the yellow-crested Cockatoo

The yellow-crested cockatoo (Cacatua sulphurea abbotti/ C.s abbotti) is a sub-species of
the yellow-crested cockatoo that only lives on Masakambing island. The scientific
study was primary conducted by a zoologists especially birds, Dr. W.L Abbott
(ornithology). In his expedition on the island called Big Solombo, he collected 33 bird
specimens. These specimens represent ten species and eight of them are described as
new species. One of his findings was that birds categorized as Cacatoa family have
similar colors to birds found on Timorisland.

Recently, these faunas are protected because their populations are threatened to be
extinction. The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN has categorized
it as critically endangered. At the national level, the protection is restricted in Law Act
Number 5/1990 on Conservation of Biological Natural Resources and Their
Ecosystems, Government Regulation 7/1999 on Preservation of Plant and Animal
Species, Decree of the Minister of Forestry No. 350 /KPTS-11/1997 and Minister of
Forestry Decree No. 522/KPTS-11/1997. At the local level, there are two protective
regulations, namely the Sumenep District Regulation No. 5/1995 and the
Masakambing Village Regulation No. 1/2009 concerning the Protection of Cockatoo.

These non-migrant faunas, morphologically, has a body length of about 33-40 cm,
yellow crest, dominated white fur, faint yellow cheeks, and bright yellow under the tail
and wings. The eye circles are not covered with milky white fur. The beak is gray with
dark legs. Gender can be identified by the color of their eyes cross, in which the male is
black and the female is reddish brown.

The local community of Masakambing island named the yellow-crested cockatoo as
"Beka". This name comes from the Buginese meaning parrot. It is understandable for
Buginese as the local people has a heredity history of their relationship with this bird
species.
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Figure 3. Yellow crested coccatoo in Masakambing Island
Source: Primary Data, 2022

The Buginese is recognized as the pioneer inhabitant community in Masakambing
island that is close with the existence of cockatoo. It is known that the yellow-crested
cockatoo is a typical endemic species of Indonesia which is divided into 6 sub-species.
Sub-species C.s sulphurea on Sulawesi Island and its satellite islands, sub-species C.s
citrinocristata on Sumba Island, sub-species C.s parvula in Nusa Penida Bali and East
Nusa Tenggara, C.s djampeana in South Sulawesi, Tanahdjampea Island and Kalao
Island. C.s occidentalis spread over Nusa Penida, Komodo Island and Timor Leste
(Nandika et al., 2013). This means that the Buginese are familiar with the yellow-
crested cockatoo with at least two sub-species, namely C.s sulphurea and C.S djampea.
So, it makes reosonable that the local name for the yellow-crested cockatoo uses the
word Beka' which comes from Bugis language.

Atok Saleng as the informant said that the yellow-crested cockatoo had existed since
Masakambing island was discovered by Buginese sailors in the 1890s. He got the story
that when his father arrived on Masakambing Island there were already many Beka.

“When my father came to Masakambing, there were many Beka, and existed in all over

the island. Now it's only found in Ketapang." (Interview: Atok Saleng, 2021).
An outline to this type of bird from Atok Saleng's father's is believable since his father
is from Buginese (Sulawesi) who understood this bird species before. This story
discards the understanding that the yellow-crested cockatoo on Masakambing island
ismigrated birds from Masalembu Island. W.L Abbott's scientific study visited
Masalembu island which he called Solombo Island or Big Solombo Island or Big
Masalembo in 1907. But now the existence of a yellow-crested cockatoo on Masalembu
Island is absolutely not found.

“In the past, there were many Beka on Masalembu Island, but when there was oil and gas
drilling development many were shot and arrested. It's extinct now."(Interview:

Satriya, 2021).

This result shows that the endemic habitat of the yellow-crested cockatoo sub-species
abbotti is only found on Masalembu island and Masakambing island. Meanwhile, on
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the Karamian Island as part of Masalembu archipelago, no yellow-crested cockatoo
was found. However, the population of the yellow-crested cockatoo on Masalembu
island is now extinct. Acoordingly, the yellow-crested cockatoo of the abbotti sub-
species is currently only found on Masakambing Island.

The result of the research shows that Karamian community expresses for 30 recently, they

do not fins Beka. (Interview: Nandika, 2022).
The scientific study of the existence of the yellow-crested cockatoo on Masakambing
island is essentially still a puzzle. The yellow-crested cockatoo as a group of parrot
species are generally only found in the territory of Indonesia which is comprised in the
Wallace line. In short, Wallace's line is an area used to describe two deep straits that are
formed from the mainland of Asia and Australia or some are composed of the Sunda
and Sahul shelves. Wallace's line illustrates a clear difference between flora and fauna
inside and outside Wallace's line. While Masalembu Island and Masakambing Island
themselves are areas outside the Wallace line. The allegation that the yellow-crested
cockatoo on Masakambing island was carried by people is indisputable because it has
different characteristics from other sub-species.

Garis Webber

A AR

. «f-Daerah Wallace [.°

MakascorINOONESIA Dataran Sahul

aaaaaaaaaa

Blog Materisoalujian

Figure 4. Wallace line
Source: www.zonasoal.com

The naming of the yellow-crested cockatoo became a TEK when the name "Beka"
emerged with Buginese community who had long interacted with these faunas.
Armstrong et al. (2007) claimed that TEK did not appear suddenly, but through
experience gained over thousands of years when the community interact with nature.
Fauna Naming by the local community is also conducted by people in Serbs who are
created on their size, eating habits, and character (Halupka-ReSetar & Radi¢, 2003). In
other applications, the concept of Bugis culture is proven to support students' abilities
in developing collaborative skills, critical thinking and problem solving (Asfar et al.,
2021).

The ethnic composition inhabiting the Masakambing island consists of Madurese
(60%), Buginese (26.9%), Mandar (3.1%), Mixed Madurese - Bugines/Mandar (6.3%),
Javanese (1.3%), Sundanese (0.6%) and others (1.9%). This composition is dynamic due
to marriage and migration.. The daily language of Masakambing Island community is
the Madurese language. Sometimes mixed with Bugis and Mandar languages.

192


http://www.zonasoal.com/

ETNOSIA: Jurnal Etnografi Indonesia 7(2): Tracing Bugis ethnicity

However, in naming the yellow-crested cockatoo, the Madurese language does not
have vocabulary. The Madurese ethnicity on their home land (Madura Island) has no
connection with this animal. The distribution of this animal is very limited and does
not mention in Madura island (Harris et al., 2015; Reuleaux et al., 2022). This is imply
that the Madurese ethnicity did not have a history of interaction with this animals
before. Tracing ethnic migrations can be conducted by studying various heritages
including biodiversity heritage, such as conducted in the Duerro River region between
Spain and Portugal. (Hearn, 2021). In the case of Masakambing Island community, it is
proven that the Bugis ethnicity is part of the local community and has even become a
pioneer of the inhabitants of this island.

4. Conclusion

The Buginese ethnicity is the origin ethnic who inhabited Masakambing island. This is
obtained from village history documents, and informant descriptions which are
strengthened by existing scientific texts. Traces of Buginese culture can also be found
through the yellow-crested cockatoo, sub-species abbotti, as endemic faunas of the
island. The local name "Beka" is Buginese language that means cockatoo. The Buginese
people in Sulawesi are familiar with these faunas with the yellow-crested cockatoo sub-
species Sulphurea and djampea that live in Sulawesi Island. Even though Madura
language is dailyu language of the local community, Madura language does not have
the vocabulary to describe the yellow-crested cockatoo. Further studies are needed
concerning the presence of a yellow-crested cockatoo on Masakambing island. The
faunas belong to the parrot family that normally exists insidethe Wallace line, while
Masakambing island is outside the Wallace line.
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