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This study focuses on the possible social impacts of Islamic family law on
women's empowerment in Indonesia and Saudi Arabia, with the aim of W) Check for updates
exploring the interaction between Islamic feminist theory, Pierre Bourdieu's
structuralism, and Lawrence Friedman's legal socialization theory. The data
collection method was carried out through documentation analysis and in- KEYWOR[_)S )
depth literature study, covering primary sources such as family law laws and !slamic Family Law; Islamic
regulations. The data collected were analyzed using a qualitative approach that ~Féminism; Legal Socialization;
allows for the identification of patterns, themes, and trends that are relevant in Social Impact; Women
predicting the implementation of the law in both countries. The findings show Empowerment.
a significant difference between the normativity that describes legal practice
and social reality, where legal norms are often not in line with the conditions ARTICLE LICENCE
faced by women in everyday life. The conclusion of this study emphasizes the © 2024 Universitas Hasanuddin
need for more inclusive legal reforms and public education on women's rights  Under the license CC BY-SA
as a step towards achieving better gender equality. The contribution of this 4.0
study promises a novel aspect, namely the integration of different theories to
gain a more comprehensive understanding. Several limitations were also found BY Sk
in the data collection that indicate the need for further research, especially
involving women's perspectives and other socio-economic, religious, political,
and educational factors in the context of family law. Suggestions for future
research include exploring cross-national collaboration to broaden
understanding of Islamic law and its impact on women's empowerment
globally.

1. Introduction

Amidst the challenges faced by the contemporary world and disruption simultaneously, women's empowerment
has become a political issue and concern in social policy in Indonesia and Saudi Arabia. In Indonesia, Islamic family law
plays an important role in shaping women's social status and rights, although it is often confronted with basic obligations
and patriarchal cultural practices (Arfiansyah et al., 2023; Ismah, 2024; Korniawati & Rahim, 2024; Syarif et al., 2024).
Statistically, despite progress in women's education and participation in the public sector (Ernawati et al., 2021;
Luhuringbudi et al., 2021; Miranti et al., 2022), traditions and social norms often limit their responsible expression and
freedom (Hamidi et al., 2024; Intentilia, 2020; Wardhani & Natalis, 2024; Wijaya Mulya & Sakhiyya, 2021). In Saudi Arabia,
legal changes that lead to increased women's rights have even received international attention (Alhajri & Pierce, 2023;
Wheeler, 2020); however, many women still face significant social and legal limitations that are difficult to account for (Al-
Nasrallah, 2023; Tlaiss & Al Waqfi, 2022; Zaheer et al., 2022). Both countries face challenges in achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals, especially those related to gender equality and the empowerment of civilized and responsible women.
Several other researchers have shown that the implementation of the law can directly influence gender mainstreaming in
society through interpretation (Clavero & Galligan, 2021; Figueroa-Domecq & Segovia-Perez, 2020; Koburtay et al., 2020).
Therefore, it is necessary to understand how Islamic family law influences the context of empowering women's rights and
obligations in these two countries as material objects and units of analysis.
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Although much research has been done on Islamic family law and its impact on women'’s rights, there is still a
significant gap in the literature that links Islamic feminist theory to the broader social context. Most previous studies tend
to emphasize textual and normative aspects without considering the more meaningful and responsible social impacts (Ali
et al., 2024; Aimohsen, 2023; Henry & Lewis, 2023; Hosseini et al., 2022; Issa et al., 2022; Jaim, 2022; Lomazzi, 2023;
Mller, 2022). In this context, there has been no study that comprehensively links the social structure aspects according
to Pierre Bourdieu and Lawrence Friedman’s legal socialization theory with the empowerment of women’s rights and
obligations in Islamic family law. We will explain how Islamic feminist theory, Bourdieu's structuralism, and Friedman's
legal socialization theory complement each other in our analysis, emphasizing the interaction between legal norms and
social practices that influence women's rights and obligations under Islamic family law in Indonesia and Saudi Arabia. This
explanation will demonstrate how the integration of these three theoretical frameworks can provide new insights into the
challenges and opportunities in advancing social justice and women's empowerment in the context of sustainable
development. By identifying this gap, this paper aims to reproduce and reconstruct the discussion on women'’s activism
and legal reform in the two countries. Therefore, it is important for academics and policymakers to consider the
empowerment of women’s rights and obligations as an integral part of today’s disruptive social progress. This study will
bring a new approach to understanding the role of law in bridging gender gaps and promoting more responsible and moral
social justice. In this context, this paper presents an opportunity for further exploration that has not been sufficiently
addressed in previous studies.

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the social effects of Islamic family law on the empowerment of women's
rights and obligations in Indonesia and Saudi Arabia with diverse theoretical approaches. By integrating Islamic feminist
theory, Bourdieu's structuralism theory, and Friedman's legal socialization theory, this paper seeks to uncover the
interaction of legal norms and social structures that contribute to women's positions in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and
the Republic of Indonesia. This study seeks to answer several fundamental and urgent questions, such as how the
implementation of family law affects women's participation in society and how the interaction between legal norms and
social structures can encourage or hinder the empowerment of rights and obligations. Through the collection of
documentary data, it is hoped that this analysis will provide a new and comprehensive perspective on the relationship
between law and gender. With this understanding, this paper aims to provide practical recommendations to facilitate more
inclusive legal reforms in both countries. Thus, this paper will not only highlight challenges, but also opportunities in the
context of sustainable women's empowerment.

The argument of this paper is that although Islamic family law in Indonesia and Saudi Arabia is based on the same
principles, its potential impact on the empowerment of women's obligations and rights is significantly different. In Indonesia,
more flexible laws provide space for women to participate in social and economic processes, while in Saudi Arabia, stricter
legal structures tend to result in significant limitations. The Islamic feminist approach suggests that legal norms must be
reinforced by supportive social structures to achieve sustainable gender equality. Through the analysis in this research
paper, it is predicted that the relationship between law, culture, and social structures that influence women's positions can
be revealed. This paper also seeks to explore how legal policies can be transformed to create a more supportive
environment for the empowerment of women's obligations and rights. In a timely and responsible manner, the focus of the
research is to understand what the barriers and enablers are in the context of Islamic family law and how the social context
plays a role in this. This research aims to declare new insights that can help in the formulation of policies and practices
that support the sustainability and equality of gender obligations and rights.

2. Methodology

The material object of this study is Islamic Family Law, which serves as a unit of analysis linked to the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and the social context in Indonesia and Saudi Arabia. Islamic Family Law was chosen because
of its significant role in shaping family norms that have a direct impact on the obligations, rights, and empowerment of
women in society. The selection process was based on the relevance of this law in responding to gender issues, as well
as its relevance to social reform efforts in line with the goals of sustainable development. In addition, this family law is
recognized as a strategic instrument in elevating the position of women in the social and legal order and "installment" of
family resilience. By analyzing Islamic Family Law, the researcher aims to understand the broader social dimensions and
their impact on strengthening the status of women. This Islamic Feminism Theory will be used to explore how Islamic
Family Law in Indonesia and Saudi Arabia affects women's rights and obligations, and to what extent the law supports or
hinders women's empowerment. Bourdieu's Structuralism approach will be used to understand how social structures, such
as class, gender, and culture, influence the interpretation and implementation of Islamic Family Law. Lawrence Friedman's
Legal Socialization Theory will be used to evaluate how the process of legal socialization—including legal education and
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training—influences people's understanding of Islamic Family Law. By integrating these three theories, we will gain a
comprehensive perspective on how Islamic Family Law functions in Indonesia and Saudi Arabia, as well as the challenges
and opportunities faced in the context of women's empowerment and sustainable social development. This analysis is
expected to reveal relevant patterns and relationships between law, culture, and social practices that impact women's
position in society. Through the use of this law as an object of analysis, it is attempted to identify the challenges and
opportunities that exist in the context of Indonesia and Saudi Arabia.

The research design used is qualitative-descriptive, which allows researchers to explore and describe the Social
Impact of Law as a formal object, as well as Islamic Family Law as a material object and unit of analysis. The selection of
this design is based on the need to understand the phenomenon in depth through a legal and social perspective, which
cannot be achieved through quantitative methods alone. The working process in this study involves collecting diverse data,
comprehensive reading, in-depth analysis, and drawing conclusions that focus on the interactive relationship between law
and interpretation and the reality of society. Qualitative-descriptive also provides flexibility in responding to social dynamics
that have a minimal impact on women's empowerment. With this design, researchers strive to present a comprehensive
picture of how Islamic Family Law motivates and stimulates practices and its implications for women, both explicitly and
implicitly. The results of the study are considered to enrich academic discourse by highlighting the clash and harmonization
between law and its social impacts through generalization.

The primary sources in this paper include two significant regulations: Regulation of the Supreme Court of the
Republic of Indonesia Number 5 of 2019 concerning Guidelines for Adjudicating Applications for Marriage Dispensation,
and part of the family law in Saudi Arabia consisting of the 61 (sl ¢yl silly Jaeall) dpasill J) a1 o518 Gl ¢ 3all of
1992 and 29 of 2004 and 22 of 2007 and slewy) guauai s il (s slea el sa) (amended by laws number 61, 29, and 22).
The selection of these sources is based on their relevance as legal references that directly trigger impacts on women's
lives. In this context, the two regulations are indicators of the pre-implementation of Islamic Family Law and serve to
illustrate the changes and challenges faced by women. The selection process also involved in-depth reading and study of
the content and relevance of the regulations in a broader social context. By using these primary sources, researchers are
encouraged to deliver a rich and weighty analysis of existing legal practices. This will help in formulating recommendations
for legal reform that is more responsive to women's needs.
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Figure 1. Primary Sources from Indonesia and Saudi Arabia Documents

To collect data, this study uses documentation techniques. Documentation techniques provide researchers with
access to relevant and reliable written sources. The selection process for this technique (based on legal products from
Indonesia and Saudi Arabia) is carried out based on their relevance and ability to support the objectives of the study. By
combining an intertextual approach to two primary sources from each country related to Islamic Family Law, the researcher
seeks to obtain comprehensive, in-depth, and contextual data. The results of this collection technique will serve as an
important foundation for further analysis in this paper.

The data analysis technique in this study was carried out through three separate stages, namely: 1) Islamic Feminist
Theory by Amina Wadud, 2) Structuralism Theory by Pierre Bourdieu, and 3) Legal Socialization Theory by Lawrence
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Friedman. The first analysis focuses on understanding women's rights and roles in the legal context, where a feminist
perspective is expected to identify gender bias and offer a more inclusive path to empowerment (Ramadhan, 2024; Wadud,
2008, 2011, 2013a, 2013b, 2019, 2021). The second theory will explain how social structures influence legal interactions,
by paying attention to the social forces that shape the dynamics of existing law (Bourdieu, 1979, 1994; Bourdieu & Zanotti-
Karp, 1968; Derrida et al., n.d.). Meanwhile, the third theory will explore how legal norms are formed and learned through
social interaction, providing an overview of the process of legal socialization in society (Friedman, 1971, 1983, 1984, 1998,
2017; Friedman & Teubner, 1986).

3. Result

The results of this research paper based on three different theories that have shown the collaboration of
interdisciplinary studies which will be proven in the three sub-chapters as follows:

3.1 Social Impact of Islamic Family Law through Islamic Feminism

Through the analysis of women's positions in family law, it is seen that Islamic family law in Saudi Arabia, according
to the text contained in "isasill ) 521 o 518 0l ¢ 301" provides several rights and responsibilities to women. In this
context, there is no obligation for the wife to provide household furniture, which could create a more equitable atmosphere
in the household. However, this situation shows that even though women are allowed to bring personal belongings to their
husband's house, they are still vulnerable to injustice in the event of a dispute. In addition, the availability of the right to
maintenance regulated by law, where the husband is obliged to meet the basic needs of the wife, reflects the extent to
which the law can be used as a supporting tool for women's rights. In Indonesia, the regulations contained in the Regulation
of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Indonesia also show attention to the needs and position of women in the legal
context, especially when applying for a marriage dispensation. Here, the right to be present and heard in court
demonstrates recognition of women’s voices that may have previously been overlooked. Thus, through these two contexts,
it is apparent that despite progress, challenges remain in ensuring that women'’s rights are upheld in the implementation
of the law.
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Figure 2. Several Rights and Responsibilities to Women that Related to Islamic Family Law in Saudi Arabia

The importance of the collected data reveals the taxonomy of women's rights and obligations in family law. From
the analysis of legal texts in Saudi Arabia, it is clear that the dispute resolution mechanism between husband and wife
often favors the husband, even though there are provisions that protect the wife's rights. For example, in cases of disputes
over household goods, decisions usually still require evidence that can be difficult for women. In the context of
maintenance, although the wife has the right to receive support, the realization of this right often depends on the strength
of the husband's position in society. Furthermore, in Indonesia, legal procedures regarding marriage dispensation show
an attempt to provide protection for women, although there is variability in their application based on local contexts. Both
reflect a trend where the law can function as an instrument to promote gender justice, but also show that consistent
application is essential to achieve this goal. Thus, the data show a dynamic-flexible balance between women's rights and
the power of social structures that influence the law.

A closer analysis of the data reveals the implicit meaning regarding the position of women in the family. Rights
granted through legislation, such as in the case of maintenance, strengthen women's position in the family structure, but
their implementation is often found in different normative nuances. On the other hand, the uncertainty in the law regarding
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the division of property and access to resources shows that despite the desire for progress, there are still many aspects
that do not support empowerment. In Indonesia, the law on marriage dispensation not only functions as a legal mechanism,
but also implies recognition of the social realities faced by women. This shows that legal norms are not only formed
formally, but are also influenced by social interactions and cultural dynamics. Women's experiences in obtaining their rights
are often hampered by prevailing traditions and social practices. Therefore, to change this situation, a more holistic
approach is needed that does not only look at the legal aspects, but also at the social norms that shape behavior and
interactions in society.

3.2 Social Impact of Islamic Family Law through Structuralism

Through Pierre Bourdieu's structuralism theory approach, an in-depth analysis of the social structure in Saudi
Arabia shows a significant impact on legal interactions in the family context. In family law, there are provisions that require
the husband to provide a suitable residence for the wife, creating legitimacy for the traditional role that has existed so far.
However, issues arise when this requirement is accompanied by law enforcement that has the potential to corner women's
positions. For example, cases where the wife refuses to move to her husband's house often result in the loss of the right
to maintenance, highlighting how social norms can be a tool to uphold gender dominance. In Indonesia, Articles 8 and 9
of the Supreme Court Regulation show efforts to protect women's rights, but still require a deep understanding of the social
and cultural conditions around them. Meanwhile, the court mechanism designed to accommodate children's rights in the
context of marriage dispensation highlights the importance of education that is easy to understand for all parties. Thus,
there is a close relationship between social structure and legal interactions, where social norms often shape and influence
the application of family law.
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Figure 3. The Documents of Significant Impact on Legal Interactions in the Family Context
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Data collection from various sources shows a clear pattern of how social structures influence interactions in family
law in both countries. Through legal data in Saudi Arabia, there appears to be a struggle between tradition and the need
to adapt to the dynamics of social change. For example, the husband's right to regulate his wife's residence is a frequently
debated issue, given cases where the wife's consent is essential. In addition, the need for mutual respect between partners
and the clarity of each other's roles in the legal context creates a trend that shows the influence of appreciation for individual
rights. On the other hand, in Indonesia, the emphasis on the importance of understanding the risks of marriage for children
shows that the judiciary is trying to make more informed and responsive decisions. However, there are challenges in
equalizing legal knowledge in a society that is still influenced by stigma and old traditions. This shows that the application
of the law does not only depend on legal texts, but more on the patterns of social interaction that exist in society.

From the analysis carried out, it is clear that there is an implicit meaning regarding how social norms function and
shape interactions in family law. Legal provisions on residence and maintenance are tools for understanding the position
of women in society, where husbhands have a major responsibility in providing housing. However, this situation often causes
women to be trapped in an unbalanced relationship, especially when the husband does not fulfill his financial
responsibilities. On the other hand, more inclusive law enforcement in Indonesia, especially in the context of marriage
dispensation, provides hope for women and children to receive protection. By paying more attention to understanding the
risks of marriage, the law seeks to create awareness of the long-term impacts on the parties involved. Therefore, a higher
collective awareness is needed to create a change in mindset in society, especially regarding the treatment of women.
With these steps, it is hoped that more equal justice will be created in legal practices in both countries.

3.3 Social Impact of Islamic Family Law through Legal Socialization

Data collection from various sources shows a clear pattern of how social structures influence interactions in family
law in both countries. Through legal data in Saudi Arabia, there is a struggle between tradition and the need to adapt to
the dynamics of social change. For example, the husband's right to regulate his wife's residence is a frequently debated
issue, given cases where the wife's consent is essential. In addition, the need for mutual respect between partners and
the clarity of each other's roles in the legal context creates a trend that shows the influence of appreciation for individual
rights. On the other hand, in Indonesia, the emphasis on the importance of understanding the risks of marriage for children
shows that the judiciary is trying to make more informed and responsive decisions. However, there are challenges in
equalizing legal knowledge in a society that is still influenced by stigma and old traditions. This shows that the application
of the law does not only depend on legal texts, but more on the patterns of social interaction that exist in society.

The process of legal socialization in Saudi Arabia shows how legal norms are formed and strengthened through
social interaction. In the context of divorce, the law stipulates that only a sane, mature, and legally aware individual can
initiate a divorce, creating clear boundaries around the actions that individuals may take in an emotional state. This norm
serves to protect more vulnerable parties, such as women, by ensuring that decisions are made in a conscious state.
Additionally, the provision that states that divorce is not valid if the wife is in certain circumstances—such as during the
iddah period—illustrates an effort to maintain women’s psychological and social stability. Meanwhile, in Indonesia, the
Supreme Court Regulation on marriage dispensation shows that the courts are trying to listen to the voices of children and
parents, creating space for more inclusive participation in the legal process. Judges are obligated to consider the
information provided, which in turn shapes how society views marriage and divorce. Thus, this process of legal socialization
not only produces legal norms, but also shapes broader social understandings of family responsibilities.

The data collected shows significant patterns in how legal norms and rules are understood by individuals in Saudi
Arabia, particularly in cases of divorce and the presence of a third party. In the context of divorce, the norm that requires
the husband to confirm his intention to divorce is particularly important, as this action encourages reflection and discussion
within the relationship. This is evident in the provisions that require certain processes before a divorce can be recognized,
creating an opportunity for reconciliation. In addition, when the divorce process occurs, the rights and obligations of both
parties are clearly communicated, including mechanisms for resolving issues such as child support and custody. In
contrast, Indonesian law requires judges to hear from all parties involved, providing an opportunity for lawyers and
mediators to engage in more in-depth discussions. This also serves as a reminder that any decision made must include
significant consideration of the welfare of the child. This data collection shows that legal socialization plays a role in shaping
a common understanding among the community about each person’s role in family dynamics.
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Figure 4. The Divorce Document in Saudi Arabia

Through the analysis taken from Article 13 of the Regulation of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Indonesia, it
can be seen that there is a real effort to be inclusive in the legal process by judges in marriage dispensation. The provision
that requires judges to listen to statements from various parties creates a more transparent process. This shows how
important the participation of all individuals involved in decision-making that affects their lives is. By listening to the voices
of children and parents, judges not only carry out their duties, but also provide substantive justice for vulnerable parties.
Responsive law enforcement may have an impact on reducing premature divorce rates, as well as increasing awareness
of the risks that may arise from such decisions. This underscores the importance of the socialization aspect in building
awareness of legal norms and procedures. Thus, the application of these legal norms not only produces legal results, but
also strengthens healthier social interactions within the community.
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Figure 5. The Legal Process by Judges in Marriage Dispensation
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4. Discussion

The results of this study demonstrate the significant impact of Islamic family law on women's empowerment in
Indonesia and Saudi Arabia, while also answering the questions underlying this study. In the Indonesian context, more
adaptive laws provide space for women to increase their participation in various social and economic aspects. Meanwhile,
in Saudi Arabia, although there has been a positive shift towards improving women's rights, there are still many limitations
that hinder more tangible progress. Other findings indicate that legal norms need not only be viewed from a textual and
normative perspective, but must be understood within the framework of a broader social structure. The process of legal
socialization is also revealed as an important factor in shaping people's understanding of women's rights and obligations.
Thus, this study not only confirms the power of law in shaping social behavior but also shows that normative change must
go hand in hand with changes at the cultural level. Overall, this study provides new insights into the complexity of the
interaction between law, social structure, and women's empowerment.

The analysis of the results of the study concludes that the interaction between legal norms and social structures in
both countries creates diverse realities for women. In the Indonesian context, legal flexibility paves the way for more
inclusive fulfillment of women's obligations and rights, where women can play an active role in decision-making concerning
their lives (Rohmadi, 2024; Saptari, 2013). In contrast, conditions in Saudi Arabia show that despite progress, conservative
social factors and stricter legal structures still hinder such progress (Aldossari & Calvard, 2022; Moshashai et al., 2020;
Sirri, 2024). This study also explains that people's understanding of women's norms, obligations, and rights is greatly
influenced by the process of legal socialization that takes place within the community. In other words, people's perceptions
of legal norms can function as drivers or obstacles in the implementation of women's obligations and rights (Merry, 2003;
Tankard & Paluck, 2016; Terjesen et al., 2015). The significance of these results lies in the potential for social change that
can be achieved through strengthening legal norms that support empowerment. Thus, this process also indicates an
opportunity for social movements and feminism to develop in facing the challenges of relatively inhibiting traditions in this
era of disruption.

This study is relevant to various theories that provide in-depth context regarding women's empowerment in Islamic
family law. The theory of Islamic feminism developed by Amina Wadud serves to illustrate the importance of women's
rights in a dominant manner and women's obligations in a minimal and implicit manner in the often patriarchal legal
framework. In social analysis, Pierre Bourdieu's structuralism theory explains that social structures, which include
prevailing norms, values, and practices, influence the interaction of law and women's position in society. This is manifested
in law enforcement which often reflects gender inequality that has become part of the culture. On the other hand, Lawrence
Friedman's theory of legal socialization provides insight into the interpretation of legal norms learned and accepted in the
culture of society as a form that shows that these norms are not only formally valid, but also understood and lived in
everyday life. This context shows that the understanding of feminism, social structure, and legal socialization are
interrelated in creating distinctive women's experiences in both countries. In other words, pre-application of law and cultural
interaction are key factors in women's empowerment.

Based on the results of this study, a number of practical implications emerge that can guide legal policy in both
countries. First, Indonesia can take further steps to facilitate legal reforms that emphasize women’s needs and
experiences, through collaboration with civil society organizations that focus on gender issues. In Saudi Arabia,
strengthening a more supportive legal environment for women can be a key agenda for achieving sustainable development
goals, taking into account existing social norms. This also includes the need for better legal socialization programs for the
community so that women’s obligations and rights become common knowledge, rather than knowledge that is limited to
certain groups. In addition, a better understanding of the role of norms in influencing social behavior patterns can create
opportunities for more progressive social adjustment. With these steps, both Indonesia and Saudi Arabia have the
opportunity to strengthen the position of women in family law. Thus, legal and social reforms can be integrated to produce
sustainable change in society.

The results of this study provide a clear comparison with previous research on Islamic family law and its impact on
women'’s rights. In many studies, it has been found that the more conservative approach to law in Saudi Arabia tends to
contradict the more progressive results in Indonesia textually in the two legal products studied. While previous studies
often focus on the normative and interpretative aspects of law (Fatikhin et al., 2024; Ghaziani & Ghaziani, 2022; Jahar &
Shodiq, 2022; Luhuringbudi et al., 2019; Nuruddin et al., 2023; Syahputra & Zuhdi, 2024), this study emphasizes the
importance of considering the broader social dimension. Most previous studies have not combined feminist theory with
social structures and legal socialization, resulting in a less comprehensive understanding of the dynamics of just and
civilized women's empowerment (Almutairi, 2022; Chaudhary, 2021; Harisudin & Choriri, 2021; Hidayat et al., 2022;
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Iskandar, 2023). Through this analysis, it is seen that although there are similar principles in Islamic law, the social and
cultural contexts in each country play a determining role in its outcomes in limited cases and themes. This discrepancy
suggests the need for further research that considers contextual dynamics in the future. By combining these approaches,
the results of this study present a new, more comprehensive perspective.

Based on the results of this study, more responsive policy actions to women's rights and obligations need to be
enforced to address inequality in Indonesia and Saudi Arabia. One step that can be taken is to conduct legal training and
socialization for stakeholders in the community to raise awareness of women's rights and obligations. In addition, the
formation of networks between the government, NGOs (Non-Governmental Organizations), religious leaders, traditional
leaders, and academics can strengthen women's voices in the decision-making process at the policy level. The
implementation of evidence-based advocacy programs on women's experiences with the law can help inform policymakers
about the need for more inclusive and accountable reforms. In Saudi Arabia, broader community consultation would be a
strategic step in developing more progressive and moral policies. Ultimately, these efforts should be directed at creating a
safe space for women to convey their needs and aspirations appropriately and transparently. With this action plan, it
triggers cross-sector collaboration that results in real change for the empowerment of women's rights and obligations.

5. Conclusion

In this study, one of the most important findings that emerged was the discrepancy between legal norms written in
the law and the potential for implementation in the field related to women's empowerment. In Indonesia, although Islamic
family law shows flexibility, challenges from patriarchal social norms in some regions and momentum still hinder effective
women's empowerment. Meanwhile, in Saudi Arabia, legal changes (based on responses to the era of disruption and
Vision 2030) aimed at improving women's rights were not fully followed by strengthening supporting social aspects, which
caused women to remain frapped in existing limitations. This study also revealed that the interpretation of the legal
socialization process (based on legal products in the two countries studied in this research paper) plays a key role in
shaping public perceptions of women's obligations and rights, which often conflict with existing legal norms. This suggests
that the potential for compliance with Islamic family law does not always reflect gender equality in everyday practice. In
addition, it was also found that despite significant progress, both countries experienced regression in certain aspects when
faced with conservative values. Overall, these findings suggest the need for deeper intervention in aligning the
normativeness of legal products in both countries and social practices with applicable legal norms.

The contribution of this study lies in the combination of the theoretical approaches of Islamic feminism, Bourdieu's
structuralism, and Friedman's legal socialization in analyzing the possible impact of Islamic family law on women's
empowerment. This study provides a new understanding of how and to what extent the interaction between legal norms
and social structures functions in shaping the realities of women in Indonesia and Saudi Arabia, thus distinguishing it from
the existing literature. In terms of novelty, this study delves deeper into the role of legal socialization in conveying gender
norms, which have previously received little attention in academic debates. This study also opens up a discussion space
on how legal transformation is possible with a more inclusive feminist perspective. Thus, the results of the study not only
add to academic insight but also provide an overview of the need for legal reform that is responsive to broader social
conditions. This contribution can encourage further research that focuses on the synergy between theory and practice in
the field of family law. Therefore, the results of this study present a new approach that can be the basis for formulating
fairer policies.

Although this study provides several important insights, there are several limitations that need to be acknowledged,
including the perhaps rather limited focus on the legal aspect and the lack of in-depth empirical data from respondents in
the field. These limitations indicate the need for more comprehensive follow-up research involving interviews and surveys,
even FGD (Focus Group Discussion) that can describe women's perspectives directly in their context. In addition, this
study can expand the scope of analysis by involving more countries that have Islamic legal systems, thus providing a
broader and more representative comparative perspective. Future research also needs to examine the relationship
between economic, career, education, religion, and social factors in the context of family law to better understand how
these interactions affect women's empowerment. By taking a more multi-dimensional approach, the research achievement
will be more in-depth and comprehensive. Therefore, the direction of further research emphasized here is the importance
of generating more and more diverse data to confirm and expand on existing findings. With this step, it is hoped that a
stronger and more accessible knowledge base will be created for more effective policies.
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